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the people's interpretation of what they say,
is the important matter.

These appeals of the governments in this
time of war to the working people have the ten-
dency to clear the environment of the sugges-
tion that common labor, that is the wage earn-
ing class (as distinguished from salaried peo-
ple, employers and the profiteers pure and sim-
ple) are incompetent to play a responsible part
in the work of wealth production. A respon-
sible part does not mean merely doing well a de-
tached and technical job; it means facing the
risks and sharing in the experimental experi-
ence of productive enterprise as it serves the
promotion of creative life and the needs of an
expanding civilization. As the appeals of the
governments at this time bear the stamp of a
nation's will, its valuation and respect for com-
mon labor, there is the chance, it seems, that
they may carry to the workers the ener-
gizing thought that all the members of
the industrial group must assume, actually as-
sume, responsibility for production, if produc-
tion is to advance. Equally important in the in-
terest of creative work is the power of these ap-
peals to shift the motive for production from the
acquisitive to the creative impulse. In the midst